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Women in Wood Resurrecting Portsea Pub
How Shiver Me Timbers transformed 
a 142 year old Mornington Peninsula 
institiuation

Building with Tsunami Timber
5 amazing ladies bringing their own 
flair to the timber industry

A trail blazing Japanese architect and his 
development for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
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Welcome to the Autumn edition of our 
quarterly magazine which includes a 
special Women in Wood section. 
In my day-to-day dealings, I encounter an increasing number of 
women who have entered this industry and who are performing 
excellent work. In addition to admin roles, our customers employ 
female machinists, furniture makers and apprentices, and women 
are enjoying executive positions across large enterprises. Some of 
our customers are husband and wife teams, with each playing an 
equal but different role in the business. As the father of two young 
ladies myself, I’m incredibly heartened by the interest women are 
taking in this male-dominated industry. In this edition, you’ll read 
about five of them and why they would encourage other women to 
consider a career in timber.

We also introduce you to Shiver Me Timbers whose recent work 
with the $7 million Portsea Hotel refurbishment has produced 
some spectacular results. Next up for the company is a new phase 
of the Lendlease Docklands North Wharf development.

If you’ve never heard of world-renowned Japanese architect Kengo 
Kuma, you’ll soon be able to venture inside one of his designs. The 

Darling Exchange, part of Sydney’s Darling Harbour 
redevelopment is his first Australian project and 

features a building wrap of 20 kilometres of 
timber ribbons. We take a look at Kuma’s most 
ambitious project to date, the Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Stadium which incorporates over 
70,000 cubic feet of aesthetic and structural 

timber features.

I hope you enjoy the Autumn edition; 
we would welcome your feedback via 
email.

Craig Honeyman, 
Managing Director

Trailblazing and award-winning Japanese architect 
Kengo Kuma is known for marrying traditional Japanese 
building methods and aesthetics with new millennium 
technology and materials, especially wood. Since the 
devastating 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, he 
has questioned the merit of utilising steel and concrete 
over wood. Today, 65-year-old Kuma passionately 
champions the use of wood in design and construction. 
In an incredibly ambitious career highlight, he is 
presiding over Tokyo’s three-tiered National Stadium 
project, scheduled for completion in November 2019, 
and estimated to cost $1.4 billion USD. More than 70,000 

cubic feet of larch and cedar wood have been sourced 
from almost all of Japan’s 47 prefectures, with specific 
focus on regions most significantly impacted by the quake 
and tsunami.

Commissioned for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, the stadium’s 
cake-like layers and open-air columns take their cues 
from the world’s oldest timber building, also in Japan, the 
1,300-year-old Gojunoto pagoda of the Horyuji Temple in 
Ikaruga. A lattice of exposed timber beams and joists will 
support the open steel roof and are intended to infuse the 
entire aesthetic with a summery, organic feel.

Japanese architect 
incorporates 

tsunami timber 
into Olympic 

stadium design 
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In 2018, Mr Kuma also designed six exquisite two-storey 
Tsubomi Villas for an eco-tourism property in Bali. 
He created the elegant wooden-slatted structures to 
resemble a flower bud opening in nature. The sweeping 
curves and airy gaps between the louvres deliver visual 
and sensory pleasure in the hot, tropical climate.

Another Kuma project set to be completed in 2019 
is the Omm-Odunpazari Modern Museum in Turkey, 
a cluster of stacked and interlocked slatted timber 
blocks on the site of an old wood market. And right 
here in Australia, with the $3.4 billion redevelopment 
of Darling Harbour, we will look forward to The Darling 
Exchange, a round six-story building encircled in 
20,000 metres of sustainably sourced timber ribbons 
to resemble a hive. A civic space featuring a food hall, 
restaurants, bar and the state-of-the-art City of Sydney 
library, it is destined to be a memorable landmark

Other world projects
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The long-overdue Portsea Hotel refurbishment on the Mornington Peninsula took six months and was completed in December. The $7 
million facelift has transformed the 142-year-old pub with a contemporary image and Accurate customers Shiver Me Timbers were a 
major supplier. Spotted gum was used in the construction of the decking, 68 x 19 blackbutt battens for the pergola at the rear and 488 
square metres of recycled messmate was chosen for the floors. The company’s Directors, Mark Snow and Sam Lewis are understandably 
very proud of the result, even if the messmate did require a little discussion.

“Messmate is a naturally featured timber with prominent crimson coloured gum-veins and quite stark knots, which is what the client 
was looking for from the outset,” Mark says. “At the time of installation of the flooring, they decided on less featured boards for the more 
open large areas and they went with the heavily featured wood for other spaces. The result is spectacular throughout.”
The use of recycled wood was an important element of the refurbishment, as Sam explains. “Given that it’s such an old property, the use 
of repurposed timber is a way to reflect the pub’s history and retain its traditional character. The wood we used came from reclaimed 
roof purloins from demolished houses, and now it gets to live on in this revitalised building for many more decades.”

Project Managers, Directitude visited the Shiver Me Timbers showroom to view what was on offer. “They were pleased with what we 
could supply and since we’d worked with them before, they knew we could deliver exactly what they wanted, on time and perfectly 
finished,” Mark says.    

Shiver Me Timbers helps bring 
                   Portsea Pub back to life

Coming up for Shiver Me Timbers is the next 
phase of the Lendlease Docklands North 
Wharf development. Having supplied timber 
for the whaler beams, timber fascia, seating 
and other fixtures of the forecourt for one of 
the initial stages, Mark and Sam look forward 
to their company’s continued involvement. 
“It’s so satisfying,” Sam explains. “We very much 
enjoy seeing our product performing so well 
– aesthetically and functionally – outdoors in 
these high-profile locations.

Shiver Me Timbers purchases a range of 
products from Accurate Australia and Mark and 
Sam agree that the service, communication 
and advice they receive from their Accurate rep 
is invaluable. “The visits have taught us how 
best to optimise the use and operation of our 
machines. Having such a dedicated supplier 
on board helps us to maintain our very high 
standards.”
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   5 Women in Wood 
The timber industry may still be dominated by men, but these five women are proving that 
the feminine touch never goes astray.   

Julia Hall
National Sales Manager, Timberlink Australia

Julia Hall has been with Timberlink Australia since 2017. Having previously worked in the paint and 
coatings industry, she was well familiar with the treatment of wood but felt increasingly drawn to 
working with the material itself. “I love the life cycle of timber,” she says. “There’s no better story than 
plantation pine. Timberlink grows the trees, mills them and uses 100 percent of the resource, and I feel 
very proud of that entire process.” As the company’s National Sales Manager, Julia enjoys connecting 
customers with this sustainable, environmentally-sound choice and is particularly keen to promote 
wood as more than a generic structural medium. “I believe consumers are increasingly savvy; when 
they choose wood, they’re making an emotional decision, one that’s the star of a feel-good story.” As 
for the ‘Woman in Wood’ theme, Julia says women are naturally nurturing and tend to build strong 
teams and customer relationships, all important elements in the timber industry.

Moana Heurea
25R Timber Machinist & Leading Hand, RedStag Timber, NZ 

46-year-old Moana Heurea’s excitement for her job is infectious! With twenty years in the 
industry, her role as a Timber Machinist and Leading Hand for Red Stag Timber still drives 
her today. When she first witnessed rough-sawn Douglas Fir being put through the planer, 
she was enthralled at the perfect, luxe result. “Now I get to take that rough-sawn product 
that might only be worth, say, $10 and turn it into product that’s worth $100!” The first 
qualified female Timber Machinist at Waipa Sawmill, Moana takes pride in leading the way 
for other women. At every opportunity, she encourages female timber workers to stay 
positive amid the many challenges faced by women in the male-oriented industry. She 
also advocates keeping skills polished and up to date, and always setting and pursuing 
new goals. “Kia kaha tonu koutou nga waahine ma – You Got This!!!” she enthuses.

Caz Dunell
Furniture Maker, Timber Revival

Fifteen years in the timber industry has given Caz Dunell, Furniture Maker for Timber 
Revival the opportunity to create and transform. Having completed a Furniture Design 
Diploma and a Diploma of Furniture Technology at RMIT, Caz has crafted pieces from a 
variety of materials but her true love is timber. “I felt I was following an instinct of needing 
to get dusty and dirty, to create something really beautiful out of something quite rough,” 
she says. Working with reclaimed timber that has a known provenance is, Caz says, the 
polar opposite of the mass-produced and soulless imported furniture market. “It means 
the world that our customers are emotionally invested.” When Caz was pregnant, she 
worked on the tools until the eight-month mark and says she felt “bulletproof”! “I would 
encourage any woman who loves working with timber to just get into the industry. Wood 
is tactile, beautiful and versatile, just like we are!”

Cath Carr
Accounts Manager/Plant & Machine Operator, Carramar Timbers

Cath Carr married into the family behind Carramar Timbers 16 years ago and is a self-confessed ‘Jill-of-all-trades’. Cath’s farming 
background made her a perfect fit for the timber industry and though she is formally the business’s Accounts Manager, she particularly 
enjoys the time she spends on the sawmill’s floor. “I like to be hands-on,” she says. “There are times when I get to visit sites where our 
products have been used and I think “wow, we actually made that”.” Cath believes women bring a sense of finesse to working with 
timber. “It’s all about feeling. I think we might be more in tune with the presentation of the end product.”  Asked if she believes more 
women should enter the timber industry, Cath explains that with modern equipment in play, the need for brawn doesn’t apply. “You 
don’t have to be big and strong; it’s much finer than that.”

Debbie Osborne
Docking/End-Matcher Operator, Inglewood Sawmill

On the tools at Inglewood Sawmill is Debbie Osborne who has braved the heat 
and dust for twenty years and shows no signs of slowing down. The work, she says, 
is steady but not gruelling and keeps her active. Over the years, Debbie has been 
a leading hand and guided crews of men through the days’ tasks but says being a 
woman hasn’t been an issue. “They’re all adults,” she says, “so you shouldn’t have to 
tell them what to do.” She has earned the respect of workmates for her “get on with 
it” approach and longevity in the business. She says it’s a great industry for women to 
work in. “As long as they’re willing to get dirty,” she laughs. “It doesn’t hurt for a woman 
to get her hands dirty.” Debbie looks forward to going on her cruise in October, this 
time to Cairns.
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     Wood as a sustainable, 
             wearable fashion statement

it seems there’s no end to wood’s versatility and beauty. Innovative designers and 
artisans across the world are turning to sustainable and reclaimed timbers to create 

exquisite consumer products.

Stylish , sophisticated wood timepieces
Australian fashion accessories brand WeWood sources offcuts from furniture factories 
and transforms them into stylish, avant-garde watches, entirely devoid of any artificial or 
toxic materials. Additionally, any teak used is more than 10 years old and 100% recycled. 
Sustainable Tasmanian blackwood is prized for its suitability for delicate craftwork and 
other timbers used are mahogany, coffee tree, teak and Indian rosewood. Dedicated to 
eco-friendliness, within its first three months of operation, WeWood helped plant over 
5,000 trees with American Forests and expands on this growth year upon year.
we-wood.com.au

Wood-framed sunglasses
In Boise, Idaho in the US, the three Dame brothers honour their grandfather’s 
sawmilling heritage through their global sustainable 
eyewear company, Proof.  They turn FSC-certified 
wood, bamboo and repurposed skateboard decks 
into eyewear frames for sunglasses and prescription 
glasses that would make any hipster squeal with 
delight. They’ve also expanded into wood cases for 
smartphones and pocket knives with wood accents.
iwantproof.com

Australian company, Grown Eyewear’s sunglasses are made from bamboo and 
hardwoods like ebony, walnut and maple. All materials are from ethically sourced 
and managed FSC-certified forests.
growneyewear.com.au

Eco -friendly wood computers, keyboards and mice
Irish computing company iameco have created the world’s first ecologically 
safe computers, keyboards and mice, housed in ash, maple and beech from 
sustainable forests. The products are eco-friendly inside and out, with the v3 
touchscreen computer boasting a 70 percent smaller carbon footprint than 
a traditional desktop PC and monitor.
iameco.com

 
New Product Announcements

Air Blower
Perfect for cleaning cutterheads and 
under machines, these Air Blowers 
provide extra cleaning power through a 
simple reliable valve.   
Available in 115mm, 300mm and 600mm nozzle. 
Price: from $40 + GST

Grinding Coolant Premix 20L
Run your grinder like the elite with the perfect coolant 
concentration every time. This new convenient premix offer 
includes 20L of coolant solution, ready to add straight to 
your tank, with no diluting or refractometer required. 
Price: $40.80 + GST. 
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